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EU	Commission’s	Science	and	Society	Ac.on	Plan	
	
	
In	7th	Framework	Programme	for	Research	and	
Technological	Development	(FP7)	Science-in-Society	(SiS)	to	
foster	public	engagement	and	a	sustained	two-way	dialogue	
between	science	and	civil	society	
	
Responsible	Research	and	InnovaAon	(RRI)	to	setup	and	
develop	policies	via	par.cipatory	approaches,	driven	by	
needs	of	all	societal	players	and	responding	to	the	
aspira.ons	and	ambi.ons	of	EU	ci.zens	
	
Currently	Science	with	and	for	Society	(SwafS)	in	H2020	

RESEARCH FRAMEWORK 



“The dialogue between science and the 
rest of society has never been more 

important. As the Europe 2020 Strategy 
makes clear, to overcome the current 
economic crisis we need to create a 

smarter, greener economy, where our 
prosperity will come from research and 

innovation. Science is the basis for a better 
future and the bedrock of a knowledge- 
based society and a healthy economy. 
After ten years of action at EU level to 

develop and promote the role of science in 
society, at least one thing is very clear: we 

can only find the right answers to the 
challenges we face by involving as many 
stakeholders as possible in the research 

and innovation process. Research and 
innovation must respond to the needs and 
ambitions of society, reflect its values, and 

be responsible. To my mind, there are a 
number of keys to doing this”. 

M. GEOGHEGAN-QUINN, European Commissioner for 
Research, Innovation and Science  

Message delivered at the conference «Science in Dialogue - 
Towards a European Model  

for Responsible Research and Innovation» Odense, Denmark, 
23-25 April 2012 

SCIENCE-IN-SOCIETY PARADIGM 
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EU DECISION 1082/2013 
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PANDEMIC COMMUNICATION 



METHODS	
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1.  Forskningins.tuQ,	FFI	
2.  The	Interna.onal	Emergency	Management	Society,	

TIEMS	
3.  Forsvarets	Fonden	Teknologiradet,	DBT	
4.  European	Ins.tute	of	Women’s	Health,	EIWH	
5.  ABSISKEY	
6.  LYONBIOPOLE	
7.  Interna.onal	Preven.on	Research	Ins.tut,	IPRI	
8.  Datamining	Interna.onal,	DMI	
9.  Universitatea	de	Medicina	si	Farmacie	Carol	Davila	din	

Bucures.,	UMFDB	
10.  ZADIG	SRL	
11.   IsAtuto	Superiore	di	Sanità,	ISS	(ScienAfic	Coordinator)	
12.  Na.onal	Center	of	Infec.ous	and	Parasi.c	Diseases,	

NCIPD	
13.  Ins.tute	of	Preven.ve	Medicine	Environmental	and	

Occupa.onal	Health,	PROLEPSIS	
14.  University	of	Haifa,	HU	
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ASSET FEATURES 



common	approach	and	LANGUAGE	
Coopera.ve	mul.disciplinary	ACTION	
PHEIC	scien.fic	and	societal	challenges	
PUBLIC	engagement		
MOBILISING	relevant	stakeholders	and	
promo.ng	MUTUAL	LEARNING	processes	

	

To	a	broader	purpose	of	TRUST	
restoring	among	scien.sts,	researchers,	
policy	makers	and	lay	public	

ASSET OBJECTIVES 



ASSET SIS-RRI KEYWORDS 
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PARTICIPATORY ACTION 
RESEARCH IN ASSET 

RESEARCH	
Mind,	inquiry	
Knowledge		

ACTION	
Experience,	

Transforma.ve	

PARTICIPATOR
Y	

Life	in	society	
Democracy		



Wenger	E.	Communi.es	of	prac.ce:	learning,	meaning	and	iden.ty,	Cambridge	University	Press,	New	York	1998	

ASSET AS COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 



RESULTS	
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ASSET COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
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ASSET HTTP://WWW.WINDOWS 



ASSET CAPITALS 



ASSET CORE: PLAN FOR ACTION  
CITIZENS’	CONSULTATIONS	in	8	EU	
Countries	(Bulgaria,	Denmark,	
France,	Ireland,	Italy,	Norway,	
Romania,	Switzerland)	on	
September	24th,	2016	
MML	by	Social	Media	Coverage,	
Best	Prac.ce	Plaeorm	and	
Stakeholder	Portal,	Local	
Ini.a.ves	in	11	CiAes	(Rome,	
Milan,	Paris,	Lyon,	Dublin,	Athens,	
Brussels,	Oslo,	Sofia,	Bucharest,	
Geneva,	Haifa)	
POLICY	WATCH	through	a	High	
Level	Policy	Forum	and	7	thema.c	
Pandemic	Preparedness	and	
Response	BulleAns	



ASSET COMMUNICATION TARGETS 
1. HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 
•	Improve awareness, knowledge and communication skills 
Best	Prac.ce	Award	(3);	Summer	School	(3)	

2. SCIENCE 
•	Favour mutual, interdisciplinary exchange 
Paper	Series	(8)	

3. PUBLIC 
•	Rebuild trust mainly by establishing a two-way, active and  
transparent communication 
Liaison	with	Erasmus	Plus	Program	

4. MEDIA 
•	Consider SiS issues; •	Manage uncertainty and flexibility; 
•	Manage the spread of misinformation;  
Videopills,	press-kits	

5. INDUSTRY 
•	Favour dialogue, also in order to disclose Conflict of Interest 
RRI	NewsleQer	(6)	

6. AUTHORITIES 
•	Restore trust; •	Improve communication; •	Consider SiS issues 
Gender	Plaeorm 
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SCIENCE-IN-SOCIETY	AND	
RESPONSIBLE	RESEARCH	AND	
INNOVATION	RELATED	ISSUES	
ETHICS,	GENDER,	
GOVERNANCE,	LAW	
ENFORCEMENT	
PEOPLE	INCLUSION	AND	
ENGAGEMENT		
CURRENT	CHALLENGE	IN	
PUBLIC	HEALTH		
VACCINE	HESITANCY,	LOW	
COVERAGE,	NO-VAX	

AN EXAMPLE TOPIC: VACCINATION 
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FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
Governance	(within	
the	frame	of	the	EU	
Decision	1082/2013)		

Open	Access	to	Data	
and	Informa.on		

Ethical	Issues		

Gender	PaQern		

Communica.on	for	
Public	Engagement		

Science	Educa.on		

Define	chain	of	command;	Set	up	a	permanent	‘listening’	
system	to	ci.zens’	voice;	Plan	and	coordinate	integrated	
health	risk	communica.on	strategies;	Deliver	con.nuous	

professional	training	on	health	risks,	Develop	
preparedness	simula.on	exercises	periodically	

Circulate	scien.fic/evidence-based	informa.on	on	
regular	basis;	Address	people	hesitancy	on	preven.on	
ac.ons	

Tackle	s.gma	and	frailty	in	groups	at-risk	during	health	
emergencies;	Outline	rules	and	limits	of	poten.al	conflicts	
between	response	measures	in	emergencies	and	people	
freedom	and	privacy;	Address	procedures	on	interna.onal	

health	risks	and	migrants	

Provide	gender	tailored	responses;	Priori.ze	the	female	
resource	poten.al	on	health	management;	Sensi.ze	women	
both	in	abiding	by	non-pharmacological	interven.ons	and	to	

vaccina.on	compliance	
Prepare	integrated	preparedness	communica.on	plans	
according	a	mul.stakeholder	approach;	Be	constantly	
proac.ve	on	social	media;	Ensure	rapid	and	appropriate	

response	against	misinforma.on;	Monitor	risk	
communica.on	trends	for	evidence	and	prac.ces	

Include	health	preparedness	and	communica.on	in	the	basic	
HCWs’	curricula	and	con.nuous	educa.on	programs;	
Empower	the	pathway	toward	a	responsible	open	science	
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“Improving	healthcare	means	challenging	
the	status	quo.”	

José	Merino		
BMJ	2018;361:k2277	doi:	

hQps://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.k2277	
Published	24	May	2018		

	
	
We	hope	ASSET	at	least	offered	a	range	of	
ways	to	try	doing	that.	


